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: WASHINGTON "Sept. 24 - Senior |
officers of the Army Special Forces per-

"'mitted one of their noncommissioned

;officers to recruit a group of former col-
‘leagues from America’s elite com-
mando troops to train terrorists inLibya
four years ago, even though they were
not certain at the time whether the
operation was sanctioned by the Central
!intelligence Agency, according to sev-
‘eral Army offictals familiar with “the
events. .-

The Army later learned they said,”

‘theC.LA. [ - kL
“1f the’ operation wasnt run by the
United States Government, it shonld’
‘have been,” said one formér command-
ing officer in the Special Forces, better
known as the Green Berets. He added

that sorne Green Beret officers believed

the Libyan operation might produce
valuable intelligence. .-

If the Special Forces commandmv
officers supported the operation, they
acted outside the normal chain of com-
mand, because several Army officials
said the Defense Department, like the
C.I.A., had not authorized it. If they did
S0, ofhcers at Fort Bragg, N.C., where
the Special Forces were based were
probably overstepping their authority. .

According to participants in the
operation and Federal investigators, at
least 10 men trained as Green Berets
traveled to Libya in 1977 to help train-|
terrorists in a program managed‘by'

Edwin P. Wilson, a former Americanin--

telligence agent who was charged last
year with illegally exporting explosives
to Libya as part ofa plan to tram terror—
ists. . -
“One of the parncxpants
Thompson, who was a Green Beret mas- .
‘ter sergeant on active duty in 1977, said :
jast month that military intelligence of-"
ficials told him the venture was. "legal
and aboveboard” before he recruited-
the former Special Forces tmops to
travel to Libyainlate July 1977.

9.,.,_#" .

that the operation was not sancnoned by 3

~Mr. Thompson who is now retirs
also said in an interview that Speci:
Forces commanding officers ha

STAT

granted him a special leave to partici-
patein the operation. He said it was only.

} atter his retur¢ from-Libya, where he
worked for more than a.month, that officers who learned of Sergeant

"Army officials informed him that the
C.I.A. had not formally endorsed the.
plan. Even then, Mr: Thompson said,
Army officials gave him the i mpr&ssxon
that the C.I.A. might have given tacit
approval for the operation.

The question whether the Govern-
ment, and the C.LA. in particular,
played any official role in Mr. Wilson’s
Libyan activities is one of the central
issues expected to be examined by the
House Select Committee on Intelligence
when it opens its investigation of the
Wilson case. The committee announced
last week that it would begin a full-scale
‘investigationlater this month.

In 1978, according to Federal investi-
gators, Mr. Wilson, a former covert
operative for the C.L.A., closed a busi~
ness deal with Col. Muammar el-Qadda-
fi, the leader of Libya, to sell his exper-
tise in intelligence and military matters
to the militant Arab nation in North Af-
rica for thetraining of terrorists. .

Mr. Wilson and another former C.LA.
agent, Frank E. Terpil, were indicted
last year by a Federal grand jury here
on charges of illegally shipping explo-
sives to Libya as part of this operation.
Both men are fugitives. .

Col. Robert A. Mountel, who com-
] manded Sergeant Thompson in 1977,
said in an interview that as far as he
_ kmew, the involyement of Special Forces
in Libya was not authorized by the

e C 1.A., which often uses Special Forces
Luke F .

txcopsmcovertoperahons .

Colonel Mountel, who is now dxrector
of wnconventional warfare for the
‘United States Readiness Command
“based at MacDill .Air Force Base in

}Tampa, said that in his tenure in the
i Green Berets, all requests for man-

, power for C.1.A. operations were passed

down through the Army hierarchy,

- originating with the Joint Chxefs of Staff

in Washmgton.
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‘information.. This official, who asked

erated great conceri,
+ Another Army official familiar with
the operation said that Special Forces

Thompson’s activities thought the
Libyan operation could be utilized to
gather intelligence in a nation where the
United States had few, if any, sources of

. nottobequoted by name, said that some
informal consideration was given to
supporting the operation in hopes that it
could eventually be tumed into a Gov-
ernment venture. '

Leave Granted

Mr. Thompson’s account of the
Army’s attitude toward his activities
also suggested that Special Forces offi-
cers regarded the Libyan operation with
favor. He said his superiors granted his
request for a leave, and others told him
it was acceptable to recruit former
Green Berets, because they appeared to
{eel the operation might be productive.

The C.1.A. has denied having any offi- ;
cial involvement in the terrorist train-
ing operation mounted by Mr. Wilson, !
and an internal agency investigation |
intohis ties tothe C.1.A. in 1977 led to the :
dismissal of two officials who were
found to be assisting him, according to
senior intelligence ofticials.

One of the dismissed officials, Patry
E. Lcomis, initially recruited Sergeant
Thompson for the Libyan operation, ac-
cording to the sergeant and Federal in-:
vestigators. Some Federal investigators
believe that other C.I.A. officials with
ties to Mr. Wilson may have given indi-
rect approval for his work in Libya in !
hopes that the operation nght produce l
important intelligence. ‘

According to Colonel Mmmtel Ser-|
geant Thompson’s first dasmpnons of | |
the Libyan operation were *‘vague.” He |
said that, at first, the sergeant did not ;

saythat thework involvad Libya. . i

. AdvicetoSergeant

. *] knew it was something overseas,”
Colonel Mountel recalled, -“‘so I sug-
gested he tatk to military intelligence.”’

He said he also raised the issue with
military intelligence officials at Fort
Bragg. *I told Luke to. be sure of the
legality of the operation,” he said. :
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